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•  Location and neutrality are critical “deal breakers” for the 
establishment of the IXP. 

•  Reach consensus on a potential location and neutrality of 
the IXP 

•  Note:  Content from AXIS I Best 
Practices Workshops 
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•  Location is very important 

•  The IXP location should be neutral and low cost 

•  In considering the location of the IXP – these factors should be 
considered: 

ü  Space 

ü  Environmental Control 

ü  Security 

ü  Power 

ü  Access to terrestrial infrastructure 

ü  Cabling  

ü  Support 
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•  All IXPs are owned and managed neutrally with respect to all 
operators (members and non-members. 

•  Many ISPs have expressed strong feelings about the importance of 
neutrality of IXPs. 

•  IXPs generally abstain from carrying out any activity that may 
compete with member business activities or opportunities. 

•  If an IXP competes with members, it may lose member support. 

•  The Important Point is that the ownership and management of the IXP 
should always remain netural 
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•  Many IXPs begin with donations of equipment, rack space, labour, 
and other assistance.  This is part of the cooperative nature of most 
start-up IXPs. 

•  For donations, written agreements are necessary to define the 
transaction and ownership thereafter. 

•  Neutrality can be at stake if one member owns parts of the IXP. 

•  Therefore the IXP should always maintain ownership and 
responsibility of its assets. 
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•  Work with local Government  

•  Know legal and regulatory parameters in advance of 
getting started 

•  Obtain ASNs and IP Addresses from APNIC 

•  Partner with Internet organizations/others for mentoring 
opportunities 

•  Avoid giving members “weighted” roles – equals at the 
IXP 

•  Encourage Google cache at IXP  

•  Check your fuel and energy “cut-off” situations 
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