
INSIDE:

NICTA IN PERSPECTIVE 
ISSUE 3   •   JANUARY -  MARCH 2024 

Official Newsletter of the National Information and
Communications Technology Authority (NICTA) 

UAS Secretar iat  moves to  New Of f ice 

WARNING ON ABUSE OF
SOCIAL MEDIA

PAGE 12  

ALSO INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

NEW STAFF JOIN EXUCUTIVE
MANAGMENT  NICTA HOME OWNERSHIP CALL CENTRE FOR ENB POLICE 

UAS SECRETARIAT MOVES 

PAGE 02

STUDENT AMBASSADORS

PAGE 05



    INFORM | COMMUNICATE  | TRANSFORM 

Welcome to the first edition for this year, 2024!

As we begin this year, we reflect on the achievements of
2023, notably the first ever Pacific ICT Ministerial
Dialogue and the 16th Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
Policy and Regulation Forum for the Pacific (PRFP).
Significant regulation consultations were concluded last
year including NICTA’s participation at the World Radio
Conference -WRC23.

2023 was a year of transformation for NICTA despite the
many significant challenges. So, for this year, I stated in
my welcome statement to all NICTA staff, let us be
reminded of what we can do for our country. 

For this year’s first quarter, NICTA’s Universal and
Access Service (UAS) Secretariat moved office, the first
NICTA Board Meeting and the commemoration of
National Women’s Day were all distinguished events.

The annual Safer Internet Day Campaign ran through half
of this quarter. A campaign aimed at encouraging safe
use of the internet, focused on the school aged and
young adults. 

January this year, we also welcomed new recruits who
are now filling up important roles in the organization and
are part of NICTA’s Executive Management Team.

In concluding the overview of this issue, I wish you
Happy Reading! 

Kila Gulo -Vui
Chief Executive Officer 
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CEO's MESSAGE  

NICTA-WHO ARE WE 

OUR MANDATE

NICTA is  an independent  regulatory
author i ty  establ ished by the NICT Act
2009.  NICTA is  the pr imary regulator  of
the ICT industry in Papua New Guinea
with speci f ic  focus on
te lecommunicat ions ,  radio
communicat ions and broadcast ing  

OUR PURPOSE 

Our purpose is  to advance the object ive
of  the Act  in re lat ion to the development
and avai labi l i ty  of  ICT services to meet
socia l ,  commercia l ,  cu l tura l  and industr ia l
needs of  Papua New Guinea and to
faci l i ta te  development of  the industry
through implement ing the regulatory
framework consistent  wi th pr incipals  set
out  in the act .  

OUR VISION 
ENABLING A CONNECTED INCLUSIVE
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Drawing f rom our mandate and purpose ,
we forsee a l l  Papua New Guineans
having access to af fordable and high
qual i ty  ICT services .

OUR MISSION 

FOSTERING TRANSFORMATION BY EFFECTIVE
ICT REGULATION AND ENABLING UNIVERSL
ACCESS 

We wi l l  take lead in regulat ing the ICT sector
in Papua New Guinea whi ls t  promoting strong
and strategic  partnerships wi th s takeholders .  

OUR CORE VALUES 

Our va lues are pr incip les and bel iefs
that  govern our day- to day behaviour ,
internal ly  as  employees of  NICTA and
external ly  wi th our customers and
stakeholders  

Our VALUES are INTERGRITY,
COMMITTMENT, INNOVATION,
RESPECT AND COLLOBORATION 
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UNIVERSAL ACCESS & SERVICE (UAS) SECRETARIAT
MOVES TO RANGEVIEW PLAZA

Speech Delivered by Minister for ICT, Honourable
Timothy Masiu,MP on the occasion of UAS Office

Opening on Friday 1st March 2024

 I  wish to thank the three mobi le  operators ,  Digicel  PNG l imited ,  Te l ikom Limited and Vodafone for
their  mobi le  network coverage throughout  PNG.  

This  is  despi te  the many chal lenges that  are faced by the operators  in the provis ion of  their  services .

The UAS team,  current ly  has 8 members in the team.  This  number wi l l  increase by the end of  this  year
by about  50 percent  as  the Secretar iat  looks to bui ld  i ts  capaci ty  to del iver  on i ts  mandate .  

This  growth in s taf f  numbers has bought  about  the need for  addi t ional  of f ice space which is  why this
new of f ice space is  being opened.This  team bui ld-up is  required to del iver  on the approved UAS
Projects  that  are tendered out  annual ly .  

These pro jects  are approved by the ICT Minister  before being advert ised for  ICT operators  to bid .  As
an example ,  the tota l  va lue of  approved projects  for  2024 is  K32 .294M.

The procurement process has now commenced with awards expected dur ing the year  for
implementat ion ,  some of  these pro jects  wi l l  ro l lover  to next  year .  

Some of  the Pro jects  for  this  year  inc ludes new mobi le  towers to extend mobi le  internet  to unserved
and unserved areas mainly in rura l  PNG and wi l l  br ing connect iv i ty  to about  another  145 ,000 people .  

Another  pro ject  approved is  the Internat ional  Mobi le  Equipment Ident i ty  Register  to t rack and f ind
out  where a mobi le  devise is  current ly  located and to b lock the connect ing to the networks and
basica l ly  disabl ing the phone.  

Other pro jects  inc lude broadband connect iv i ty  to extend key government through digi ta l
connect iv i ty ,  emergency communicat ions and capaci ty  bui ld ing .

I t  is  equal ly  important  that  the funct ion of  NICTA must  be c lear ly  dis t inguished f rom the funct ion of
UAS secretar iat .  

NICTA regulates the ICT industry through the issuance of  l icenses and resources such as numbering
and spectrum.  

UAS secretar iat  must  focus on ident i fy ing unserved and underserved areas in the country ,  mobi l ize
funding and coordinate the implementat ion of  UAS with a l l  ICT operators  to ensure connect iv i ty
reaches a l l  par ts  of  PNG.  

That  is  why i t  is  important  that  UAS secretar iat  must  have i ts  own of f ice and undertake i ts  dut ies
independent ly  of  the regulatory funct ions performed by NICTA.

 In this  regard ,  I  wi l l  propose that  UAS secretar iat  must  have i ts  own Corporate P lan to del iver  on
Government ’s  pol icy object ives on UAS.    

This  wi l l  compl iment  your new of f ice to provide a conducive environment for  UAS Board ,  Secretar iat
and staf f  to  engage internal ly  and external ly  to del iver  on i ts  core mandate of  br inging connect iv i ty
to our c i t izens wherever  they are .

On this  note ,  I  chal lenge UAS Secretar iat  Staf f  to  make the best  use of  this  fac i l i t ies  to progress your
statutory responsibi l i t ies .
 
There has to be accountabi l i ty  and transparency in what  you are doing ,  and most  important ,  we need
to see the progressive reports  on impacts  of  UAS program such as the unserved and underserved
communit ies  that  are connected and benef i t ing .  
These reports  must  be widely publ ished.

There are parts  of  the country that  s t i l l  needs connect iv i ty ,  and by connect iv i ty  I  am referr ing to 4G
coverage where our people wi l l  have access to internet  on their  smart  phones that  wi l l  enable them
to engage in e-commence ,  e- learning and range of  other  e-services that  the Department of  ICT is  now
spearheading .

We need a Master  P lan that  maps out  the unconnected parts  of  PNG,  the number of  people in those
areas that  are unconnected and let  us develop a short  to medium and long term plan to br ing
connect iv i ty  to these areas .  

By 2027 ,  a l l  par ts  of  the country where there are people l iv ing ,  should have connect iv i ty .   

With that ,  ladies and gent lemen ,  I  want  to congratulate NICTA CEO and your s taf f  for  the hard work in
set t ing up the Off ice .  

I  a lso want  to thank the UAS Board for  your guidance towards making sure UAS secretar iat  have a
Off ice of  i ts  own and the UAS secretar iat  for  this  mi lestone achievement .              

Thank you and God Bless PNG.

 



Since approval  by the NICTA  Board of  a  new
organizat ion structure in December of  2022 ,
NICTA has gone on a major  recrui tment  dr ive
to engage new ta lent  as  wel l  as  promote
exist ing ta lent  across the whole organizat ion.  

The restructur ing and recrui tment  is  pr imari ly
to accelerate progress towards achieving ICT
targets  set  out  under the recent  Digi ta l
Government Act  2022 .

S ix  key management posi t ions f i l led and
announced by NICTA CEO on January 10 2024 .

  

 

Managment Posi t ions f i l led are ;  

Director  Economics Mr .  ,  Consumer & Internat ional  Af fa i rs-
Mr .Polume Lume
Manager Internat ional  Af fa i rs-Mr .Dominic  Moros
Director  Universa l  Access & Secretar iat .Mr .Char les Ofoi
Manager Rura l  Pro jects  UAS-  Mr .Warren Sut i
Manager Resource P lanning-Mr .Steven Anda
Manager F inance -  Mr .Richard Matanga 
Manager Human Resource .  -Mr . Jethro Andrew 

Out of  the s ix  (6 ) ,  Mr .Ofoi  and Mr .Matanga were scouted
external ly  whi le  the rest  were recrui ted f rom within NICTA.  
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S I X  M A N A G E M E N T  P O S I T I O N S  F I L L E D  

NICTA ORGANISAT IONAL STRUCTURE 

AN HANDSHAKE TO SEAL THE CONTRACT  
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PRESS RELEASE- TUESDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2024  

SAFER INTERNET DAY
2024 CAMPAIGN 

Today we again celebrate Safer  Internet  Day.

This  advocacy a ims to create both a safer  and a bet ter  internet ,  where everyone is  empowered to
use technology responsibly ,  respect fu l ly ,  cr i t ica l ly  and creat ively .  

The campaign a ims to reach out  to chi ldren and young people ,  parents ,  teachers ,  educators  and
socia l  workers ,  as  wel l  as  industry ,  decis ion makers and pol i t ic ians ,  to  encourage everyone to p lay
their  part  in  creat ing a bet ter  internet .  

By celebrat ing the posi t ive power of  the internet ,  the Safer  Internet  Day s logan of  “Together  for  a
bet ter  internet ”  encourages everyone to jo in the movement ,  to  part ic ipate ,  and to make the most
of  the internet ’ s  potent ia l  to  br ing people together .

The events  of  the recent  past  where we saw loot ing and destruct ion in Port  Moresby and some
parts  of  the country is  d irect ly  re lated to the misuse and abuse of  the posi t ive use of  the internet .

The Department  of  Informat ion and Communicat ion Technology socia l  media monitor ing desk has
data that  shows the increased use of  the internet  through the socia l  media p lat forms of  Facebook ,
Whatsapp and Instagram,  T iktok and others  inci t ing people  to mobi l ize and loot  and that  spread
across the country f rom the s i tuat ion in Port  Moresby.

I  issued a warning that  I  would use my powers under law to restr ic t  the use of  some plat forms of
the internet  i f  th is  t rend cont inue whereby there is  abuse of  the internet .

With a  g lobal ,  community- led approach ,  Safer  Internet  Day encourages everyone to come together
and play their  part .  There are many ways to do this :

•  Chi ldren and young people can help to create a  bet ter  internet  by being k ind and respect fu l  to
others onl ine ,  by protect ing their  onl ine reputat ions (and those of  others ) ,  and by seeking out
posi t ive opportuni t ies  to create ,  engage and share onl ine .

•  Parents  and carers  p lay a  crucia l  ro le  in empowering and support ing chi ldren to use technology
responsibly ,  respect fu l ly ,  cr i t ica l ly  and creat ively ,  whether  i t  is  by ensur ing an open dia logue with
their  chi ldren ,  educat ing them to use technology safe ly  and posi t ive ly ,  or  by act ing as digi ta l  ro le
models .

•  Teachers ,  educators  and socia l  workers  can help to create a  bet ter  internet  by equipping their
pupi ls  and students  wi th digi ta l  l i teracy ski l ls  and by developing their  cr i t ica l  th inking ski l ls ,
which wi l l  a l low them to bet ter  navigate the onl ine wor ld .  They can empower them to create their
own content ,  make considered choices onl ine ,  and can set  a  personal  example of  posi t ive onl ine
behavior .

cont inued next page 

•
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SAFER INTERNET DAY
2024 CAMPAIGN 

 Industry can help to create a  bet ter  internet  by creat ing and promoting posi t ive content  and
safe services onl ine ,  and by empowering users  to respond to any issues
by providing c lear  safety advice ,  a  range of  easy- to-use safety tools ,  and quick access to support
i f  th ings go wrong.

Decis ion makers and pol i t ic ians need to provide a cul ture in which a l l  of  the above can funct ion
and thr ive – for  example ,  by ensur ing that  there are opportuni t ies  in the curr iculum for  chi ldren
and young people to learn about  onl ine safety ,  ensur ing
that  parents  and carers  have access to appropr iate informat ion and sources of  support ,  and that
industry is  encouraged to se l f - regulate i ts  content  and services .  

They must  a lso take the lead in governance and legis lat ion ,  and ul t imately  ensure the safety and
wel lbeing of  chi ldren and young people through ef fect ive chi ld  protect ion strategies for  the
digi ta l  wor ld .

Everyone has a  responsibi l i ty  to make a di f ference onl ine .  We can a l l  promote the posi t ive by
being k ind and respect fu l  to others and by seeking out  construct ive opportuni t ies  to create and
connect .  We can a l l  respond to the negat ive by report ing ,  inappropriate or  i l legal  content  and
behaviour onl ine .  In  commemorat ion of  Safer  Internet  Day 2024 today ,  i t  g ives me great  p leasure
to a lso announce on behal f  of  the PNG Safer  Internet  Committee (PNGSIC) ,  the re lease of  the
new look “Parents  Guide to being Cybersmart ’  publ icat ion.  The said Guide is  intended to provide
advice to parents  of  chi ldren of  a l l  ages as part  of  engaging fami l ies  on the importance of
onl ine safety .

Further ,  I  commend and encourage the col laborat ive ef for ts  of  both local  and internat ional  key
stakeholders ,  fac i l i ta ted by NICTA through the PNG Safer  Internet  Committee (PNGSIC) ,  in
local is ing and carrying on the a l l  too important  work of  promoting a more responsible use of
and safer  internet  for  the benef i t  of  our  communit ies .

Happy Safer  Internet  Day and God bless Papua New Guinea!

H o n .  T I M O T H Y  M A S I U  M P  
M i n i s t e r  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  T e c h n o l o g y



    INFORM | COMMUNICATE  |  TRANSFORM www.nicta .gov .pg Page 6

Safer  Internet  Day (S ID)  2024 is  an annual  campaign aimed at  promoting safer  onl ine habi ts
inc luding highl ight ing the r isks and opportuni t ies  of  onl ine safety use .  NICTA became member
to this  campaign ini t ia t ive in 2019 .  The day is  organized by the Insafe/ INHOPE network of
European Safer  Internet  Centres (S ICs )  wi th the support  of  the European Commission.

The annual  S ID campaign is  del ivered by the Consumer Af fa i rs  (CA)  Branch supported by Publ ic
Relat ions .  

Given that  the CA branch is  deal ing with an ever  - increasing number of  onl ine safety re lated
issues inc luding cyberbul ly ing ,  image -based abuse ,  adul t  cyber abuse scams ,  cybercr ime and
the l ike ,  the S ID campaign serves as a  p lat form to advocate on these and other  key issues
within our local  communit ies .  The SID awareness serves to promote safer  onl ine habi ts ,  whi ls t
a lso drawing the publ ic ’ s  a t tent ion to the potent ia l  r isks and opportuni t ies  of  their  onl ine
act iv i t ies .

 

SAFER INTERNET DAY
2024 CAMPAIGN 

L A E  S C H O O L S  - S I D  A M B A S S A D O R  W O R K S H O P  

Led by the Consumer Af fa i rs  Branch ,  th is  year  the annual  S ID Campaign consisted of  a  l is t  of
act iv i t ies  inc luding.

Radio Awareness in the form of  ta lkback & j ingles 1 .
In-House Awareness 2 .
Socia l  Media campaign 3 .
Press Release 4 .
New Look Parents  Guide 5 .
NICTA School  Ambassador Workshops 6 .

The campaign was supported by partners  inc luding ,  Ministry of  ICT ,  Department of  ICT (DICT)
PNG SAFER INTERNET COMMITTEE (PNGSIC) ,  the Austra l ian Government 's  Economic and Socia l
Infrastructure Programme (ESIP )
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An audi t  by a  team from the Engineer ing and Resource P lanning Department  into Pol ice Cal l  Centers  few
years back has now led to the set -up of  new and refurbished ca l l  center  for  East  New Br i ta in Province .

Over the years  the Emergency short  codes inc luding for  Pol ice have become unusable due to lack of  basic
setup to handle ca l ls  and dispatch.  Consistent  wi th NICTA ’s  mandate of  ensur ing ef f ic ient  use of
Numbering Resource ,  the Engineer ing and Resource P lanning Department  implemented a basic  ca l l  center
setup for  ENB pol ice .  The Object ive is  to promote and encourage the use of  Emergency Short  Code 112 .

The team working on this  pro ject  has expressed sat is fact ion at  the turnout  of  the East  New Br i ta in Cal l
Centre .  Resources provided for  the ENB Cal l  Cantre inc lude the system and sof tware p lus handsets .

The advantage of  th is  system is  that  i t  can receive ca l ls  s imul taneously and i t  keeps an e lectronic  copy of
a l l  ca l ls  that  come in .

Data is  recorded and a l l  handsets  have a digi ta l  d isplay .  The team wi l l  now be moving to other  two centers
in the country to implement s imi lar  pro jects .
 

NICTA Board Chairman ,  Noel  Mobiha jo ined the Engineer ing and Resource P lanning Team to of f ic iate at  the
commissioning of  the Cal l  Centre .
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NEW CALL CENTRE FOR EAST NEW BRITAIN POLICE  

NICTA Board Chairman,  Noe l  Mobiha with  NGI Po l ice  h ierarchy dur ing the commiss ion ing   



 The Nat ional  Women's  Day was recent ly  adopted in PNG from the Uni ted Nat ions (UN)  Internat ional
Women’s  Day ( IWD)  to be observed annual ly  wi th the main object ive to recognize women and gir ls  for
their  achievements wi th no regard to div is ions whether nat ional ,  e thnic ,  l inguist ic ,  cul tura l ,  economic
or pol i t ica l  promoting gender equal i ty  and socia l  inc lusion in the country .  I t  is  a lso a  t ime to celebrate
the posi t ive work of  women and gir ls  in the publ ic  service and across the country .    

I t  was f i t t ing for  NICTA as an organizat ion to observe this  day as i t  is  consistent  wi th the aspirat ions of
the Internat ional  Gir ls  in ICT Day (GICTD)  which NICTA is  spearheading in the country as  wel l  as  in l ine
with the nat ional  pr ior i t ies  of  the government of  achieving gender equal i ty  and invest ing in the
empowerment of  women and gir ls  in a l l  aspects  of  development as  wel l  as  leadership and decis ion-
making.  
 
 
 COMMEMORATION OF NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY - MONDAY, 25TH MARCH 2024

In  commemorat ion of  Nat ional  Women’s  Day 2024 at  NICTA ,  a  low-key but  s igni f icant  event  was
organized by the Internat ional  Af fa i rs  Branch and the HR Divis ion.

 The program featured two guests  in their  l ine of  duty have led aspirat ions of  the day and ta lked about
the theme “Count  Her In :  Invest  in Women:  Accelerate Progress” .  

The guest  speakers were ,  Ms.  E l ly  Kale ,  Nat ional  Program Specia l is t  f rom UN Women PNG and Ms.   Jane
I lam,GEDSI  Team from Economic and Socia l  Infrastructure Program (ESIP ) .

Both speakers ta lked about  the work their  organizat ion is  doing in the country on women empowerment
and re lated issues .  Ins ights  were a lso shared on the GESI  (Gender Equi ty  & Socia l  Inc lusion)  Pol icy and
how NICTA can adopt  that .

Female s taf f  a lso shared their  achievements and professional  development gained over  the years  wi th
NICTA.  I t  was a  day of  ref lect ion and celebrat ion for  NICTA women and a lso their  male counterparts .  

 The program enhanced staf f  understanding and percept ions of  this  important  agenda and re lated
matters .
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NATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2024   



words & p icture by;  Koru Leva (tra inee)  

Can you te l l  us  more about yourse lf?
 My name is  Ruth Nelson and I  am from Hula in Centra l  Province .  I  am a mother of  two
boys and I  am now work as the Fund Manager wi th the Universa l  Access & Service (UAS)
within the Nat ional  ICT Author i ty  (NICTA) .

Pr ior  to jo ining NICTA ,  I  worked with the Department  of  Treasury .  I  have a background
in F inance and Economics .  I  have graduated f rom the Queensland Univers i ty  of
Technology with a  Masters  in Appl ied F inance.

This  year  wi l l  be my fourth (4 th )  year  wi th this  organizat ion.

What do you l ike  about  NICTA?
An outs ider  coming into NICTA ,  ICT is  a  very interest ing place to work s imply because
i ts  new and there ’s  a  lot  in  terms f rom the way the wor ld is  moving i ts  because of
technology and in a  few years ’  t ime technology can f i l l  up the space of  where i t  is  now.

Any interest ing exper ience you want to  share with  NICTA?
I  l ike being with the UAS because I  have a passion for  development and working with
the UAS team is  rea l ly  an enjoyable journey for  me.  The process of  a  pro ject  is
something i  look forward to ,  f rom ini t ia t ion the process when everything is  new and
exci t ing and i ts  nice feel ing when you see the f ina l  outcome.

  

 
 

Pr ior  to the l ibera l izat ion of  i ts  te lecommunicat ions market  in 2010 ,  Papua New Guinea had one of  the lowest
te lephone penetrat ion rates in the wor ld .  Fol lowing the introduct ion of  compet i t ion within the mobi le
market ,  access to communicat ions services has drast ica l ly  improved.  However ,  wi th more than 70% of  the
populat ion l iv ing in the rura l  areas ,  most  Papua New Guineans had yet  to have access to basic
communicat ions services .

Recogniz ing this  def ic iency ,  the Government legis la ted the Universa l  Access and Service Fund (UAS Fund)  in  the
Nat ional  Informat ion and Communicat ions Technology Act  2009 ( the Act ) .  The UAS regime gives ef fect  to the
Government ’s  v is ion of  connect ing the country through Informat ion and Communicat ion Technolgy ( ICT) .  Amongst
others  object ives ,  the UAS regime seeks to fac i l i ta te  improved access to basic  communicat ions services .  Equal ly
important ,  the UAS aims to improve af fordabi l i ty  of  these services and provide re l iable te lecommunicat ions
infrastructure to rura l  and remote Papua New Guinea .

The UAS is  administered by the UAS Secretar iat  wi thin the Nat ional  ICT Author i ty  (NICTA)  and reports  to the UAS
Board .

The UAS regime's  object ive as  def ined in Sect ion 90 of  the Nat ional  Informat ion and Communicat ions Technology
Act  2009 ,  amongst  others ,  is  to promote the long-term economic and socia l  development of  Papua New Guinea by
funding approved UAS Pro jects  that  wi l l  encourage the development of  ICT infrastructure and improve the
avai labi l i ty  of  ICT services wi thin Papua New Guinea ,  inc luding in rura l  communit ies .  
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MEET UAS FUND MANAGER    

Page 10

BITS & PIECES

taken from NICTA webs ite.  To  learn more about the UAS refer  to  the webs ite.   

A B O U T  U A S  
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Capt ion  :  N I C T A  B o a rd  M e m b e r ,  C a r o l ine
G r e e n w a y  g r e e ts  M i n i s t e r  M a s iu  
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CAPTION :  D i rec to r  Corpora te  Serv ice ,  Mr .Jackson
Kar iko  hand ing  over  a  N ICTA  g i f t  bag  to  a  gues t  
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CAPTION :  Mo l ina  Kapa l  speak ing  du r ing  the  Nat iona l
Wome n ' s  Day  come m orat ion   

CAPTION :   N ICTA  CEO  &  N ICTA  Board  Member
John  Cho la i   

Capt ion  :  M in i s te r  Mas iu  o f f i c ia t ing  t h e  open ing  o f
UAS  O f f i ce  w i th  cake  cu t t in g   



 The government has warned i t  wi l l  not  hesi tate to shut  down socia l  media
appl icat ions and s i tes  i f  there is  cont inuous abuse and misuse of  socia l  media
spreading fake news ,  mis informat ion and dis informat ion in the country .

Minster  for  Informat ion and Communicat ion Technology Timothy Masiu issued the
warning today c i t ing s igni f icant  evidence of  ser ious abuse of  socia l  media spreading
fa lse informat ion that  led to destruct ion of  propert ies  in Port  Moresby and parts  of
the country resul t ing a lso in deaths .

“ I  have a s tatutory power under the Nat ional  Informat ion and Communicat ion
Technology Act  2009 too restr ic t  access to socia l  media s i tes  and appl icat ions i f  th is
cont inues .  The Ministry  of  ICT has observed a sharp spike in the use of  socia l  media
from Wednesday 10th of  January 2024 and many are mis informat ion and
dis informat ion and we are now 10 days ef fect ive f rom today for  people to adhere or
face a complete shutdown of  socia l  media s i tes  and appl icat ions for  the durat ion of
the State of  Emergency. ”

He said discussions on socia l  media that  inci te  v io lence ,  destruct ion ,  spread of  fa lse
informat ion or  conf ident ia l  government informat ion ,  opinions that  are wrong or  sends
fa lse informat ion or  are hearsay and defamatory wi l l  be monitored and legal  act ion
taken immediate ly .

Minister  Masiu said nat ional  secur i ty ,  publ ic  emergency and publ ic  emergency and
publ ic  safety is  cr i t ica l  to  a  secured nat ion and happy and safe country and urges a l l
to  work together  to br ing back normalcy to the country af ter  a  week of  mayhem and
destruct ion especia l ly  in Port  Moresby.

“ I  have instructed the agencies under my ministry  to s trengthen monitor ing and
report  any abuses of  socia l  media to the pol ice cybercr ime uni t  to begin
invest igat ions ,  arrest  and prosecut ion and a lso take down fake accounts and s i tes . ”

He said Papua New Guinea is  a  c iv i l ized country and c i t izens must  abide by rules and
laws and every c i t izen has a  duty and obl igat ion to ensure we progress to be a bet ter
country .

He said he has a lso consul ted with the ICT industry to ensure the safe and secure use
of  the internet  and to work c losely wi th my ministry  and the regulator  NICTA to
ensure a safe and secure internet  for  our  nat ion.

Hon. TIMOTHY MASIU MP
Minister for Information and Communications Technology.
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"  For  me I  would say i ts  f i rs t  of  i ts  k ind . I t  g ives mysel f  and my
fami ly  ,  especia l ly  my wife and my kids the conf idence that  we
need ,  we have nothing to worry about .

I  can be out  on duty t ravel  knowing that  my fami ly  is  secured at
home.  

With this  opportuni ty ,  i t  is  a  l i fe  changing opportuni ty  for  me to
take part  and seeing my fami ly  happy.  You know we just  moved
in to our new house and every t ime I  go home to my fami ly ,  I
can see the joy that  is  being radiated through their  smi les and i t
g ives me great  p leasure .  I  see the conf idence in my fami ly ’s  face
every now and then and this  g ives me sat is fact ion to do best  for
NICTA.

My wife a lways thanks me and especia l ly  my employer NICTA for
this  opportuni ty  where we can own a p lace and ra ise our
chi ldren.  I t ’ s  a  b less ing for  us .

 

NICTA Home Ownership Scheme 
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NICTA's  home ownersh ip  scheme has  been in
fu l l  imp lementa t ion  in  l i ne  w i th  gu ide l ines  se t
ou t  under  i t s  Home Ownersh ip  Scheme Po l i cy
in i t ia t i ve .

 Th is  v is ion  came about  as  a  measure  to  move
away f rom pay ing  ren ta l  accommodat ion  fo r  i t s
s ta f f .  wants  to  see  i t s  employees  in  the i r  own
houses  w i th in  a  reasonab le  per iod  o f  t ime.  

 The es tab l i shment  o f  N ICTA Home Ownersh ip
Scheme (HOS)  now a l lows fo r  a l l  Na t iona l
permanent  employees  to  be  e l ig ib le  to  app ly .

 Under  the  HOS,  benef i t s  fo r  par t i c ipan ts
inc lude  f inanc ia l  and  admin is t ra t i ve
ass is tance .

S ix  more  s ta f f  a re  cur ren t l y  par t i c ipa t ing  in  the
HOS 

M r . P e p o ' s  3 - b e d r o o m  H i g h  - S e t  H o m e  i n  G r a c e v i l l e  , P o r t  M o r e s b y  

NICTA's Joe Molok and Gibson Pepo
are  two  recent beneficiaries of the
HOS who have just moved into their

new homes 

As I  watch the loan balance decreases every year ,
i t  encourages me to do more and put  more ef for ts
in work .

This  is  a lso encouraging us engineers not  to
leave NICTA ,  the benef i ts  are too good and we are
always grateful  to NICTA.

An encouragement to fe l low col leagues is  to push
for  i t ,  i f  you have your mind and heart  in  i t  and
want  to own a home,  make use of  the opportuni ty
whi le  you can. ”  

 G ibson Pepo is  Eng ineer  Spectrum P lann ing with
the Department of  Eng ineer ing and Resource
Plann ing.  The 38 year o ld  father  of  four  says
there is  more stab i l i ty  with in  fami ly  now that

they have a  p lace to  ca l l  the ir  own .   

Gibson Pepo



“One of  my personal  goals  has been to own a
home.  So ,  when I  came to Port  Moresby ,  I
made i t  my pr ior i ty  to grasp the opportuni ty
that  is  avai lable through NICTA ’s  Home
Ownership Scheme (HOS) .

Being one of  the only two cert i f ied ship
surveyors ,  my job takes me away f rom home
most  of  the t ime.  My job requires me to s tay
long hours out  doing inspect ion on ships
radio communicat ions .
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Joe  Molok -Senior  Type Approva l  Inspector  .
He is  current ly  1  of  on ly  two sh ip  surveyors  in

NICTA who do  inspect ions  on sh ip  rad io
communicat ions.  

Joe  and fami ly  have moved into  the ir  3  bedroom 2
story dup lex in  Edai  Town,  just  outs ide Port

Moresby.

Having completed a l l  necessary paper work and now
owning this  house ,  I  now know my chi ldren ’s  future is
secured.  I  have been l iv ing in renta l  property a l l  my
l i fe  and this  is  just  too good to be t rue knowing my
chi ldren are secured and I  am secured.
 
I t  g ives me conf idence and there is  a  great  sense of
stabi l i ty  owning a house.  I  have given my best  to this
organizat ion for  the development of  our  country
Papua New Guinea and there is  not ing more rewarding
then owning my own house.

Your paragraph text I  would l ike to encourage my
col leagues who have not  yet  part ic ipated in this  ,
p lease make use of  this  opportuni ty  as  you can never
f ind this  e lsewhere .

The NICTA HOS is  less  paper work and is  s t ra ight
forward ,  I  bel ieve this  is  the best  that  is  avai lable .  The
support  f rom NICTA HOS Secretar iat  and the
committee is  very helpful  to s taf f .  I t ’ s  a  very smooth
process i f  you fo l low a l l  the requirements .

I  would l ike to thank NICTA for  this  opportuni ty  and I
ca l l  on col leagues to grasp this  opportuni ty  that  is
avai lable .  You wi l l  not  f ind a bet ter  opportuni ty  so
whi le  this  is  avai lable ,  p lease make use i t ” .  JOE MOLOK 



N I C T A  G I C T  S c h o l a r s h i p  2 0 2 4 !
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NICTA GIRLS IN ICT
TERTIARY SCHOLARSHIP

This  year  would be the ninth (9th )  year  s ince the NICTA Gir ls  in ICT
Tert iary Scholarship had i ts  f i rs t  lot  of  scholarship s igned.  

The NICTA Gir ls  in ICT Tert iary Scholarship is  a  fu l ly  funded
scholarship target ing females and aims to encourage more females to
take up ICT as a  career .

In  l ine with the Internat ional  Telecommunicat ions Union 's  ( ITU)
agenda to encourage more gir ls  to take up ICT as a  profession ,  NICTA
has been running this  program since 2015 .

  

Ca l l  for  appl icat ions for  2024
scholarships opened on the
20th of  December 2023 and
closed at  the end of  January
this  year .

This  is  done though newspaper
publ icat ions ,  NICTA socia l
media page (Facebook)  and
NICTA websi te  and ran for  a
per iod of  8 weeks .  

The appl icat ion round is
normal ly  fac i l i ta ted by the
Human Resource Branch and
the Internat ional  Af fa i rs  Branch.

F i rs t  screening and short l is t ing
of  appl icat ions commenced in
February of  th is  year .  

NICTA Scholarship Committe in Lae,
Morobe Province during the sign-on for

new scholars in 2023 

E L I G I B I L I T Y  C R I T E R I A  

Since the scholarship targets
school  leavers ,  ca l l  for
appl icat ions is  opened at  the
end of  academic year  and
closes end of  January .

This  g ives suf f ic ient  t ime for
potent ia l  scholarship recipient
to send in appl icat ions as by
that  t ime ,  a  school  leaver
want ing to apply for  the
scholarship a l ready knows
whether she had secured a
placing at  a  univers i ty .

The e l ig ibi l i ty  cr i ter ia  are as
fol lows.

School  leaver  -  must  have
completed grade 12  at  the
t ime of  ca l l  for  appl icat ions .  
Achieve a Higher School
Cert i f icate (HSC)  'B ’  grade
average in a  sc ience major
stream.  
se lected or  accepted for  a
f i rs t -degree program in
Electr ica l  and
Communicat ions
Engineer ing ,  Computer
Science , IT  or  an ICT re lated
course at  any NICTA
recognized inst i tut ion in
PNG

2 0 2 4  S C H O L A R S H I P  U P D A T E  

Four scholrships for  this
year  are now into i ts  f ina l
s tages .

short l is t ing has been
completed and winners wi l l
be announced in quarter
two (Q2)  th is  year .
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Department  of  Informat ion &
Communicat ion Technology 

Michel le  Amba 

(675 )  3033 203
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Punaha ICT Haus ,Cnr of  Croton &
Frangipani  Street  Hohola .  P  O Box

111 .Port  Moresby ,  NCD                                                                                                                    

Editorial Contact  

UAS Secretariat  

NICTA Head Office   

(675 )  303 3200

(675 )  471  17231

2nd F loor  ,Morobe Haus 
3rd Street ,   Lae ,  41 1  
Morobe Province                                                

Lae  

Hagen 

Kokopo

Firs t  F loor  -Gabina Haus 
Sect ion 5 ,  A l lotment  8 ,Uni t  5
Mount Hagen Drive -Mt .Hagen 281                         

Level  1 ,  New Agmark Bui ld ing ,  
Porchley Street ,  Kokopo 611
East  New Br i ta in Province .

              

(675 )  5422 434

(675 )  9815 150 

(675 )  303 3259

3rd F loor  ,Rangeview,Waigani ,  Port
Moresby ,  NCD                                                                                                                          


