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i, INTRODUCTION

On 8 December 2017, NICTA commenced a public consultation seeking submissions on a
Discussion Paper entitled “Proposed Universal Access and Service Levy for 2018, UAS
Strategic Plan (2018-2022), and Projects and Operating Plan 2018” (the “UAS 2018
Discussions Paper”).

NICTA also conducted a public Workshop on this on 17-18 January 2018, along with in-
person meetings with interested stakeholders.

The deadline for submissions was set as 15 January 2018, and then extended to 16 February
2018 in response to a request from Digicel.

Written submissions, in alphabetical order of organisation, were received from:

e Bmobile-Vodafone PNG Limited ("Bmobile”)

¢ Digicel (PNG) Limited ("Digicel”)

e Telikom PNG Limited ("Telikom™)

e Internet Society, Pacific Island Chapter (“ISOC")
e Catholic Bishops Conference

A further written submission subsequently was received and considered from Digicel.
All comments and submissions made during this Consultation Process have been considered.

In Part 2, this Response Report provides a summary of key comments and issues raised by
operators and other stakeholders in this Consultation Process, and some responsive
comments from NICTA after consultation with the UAS Board.

NICTA also wishes to clarify that no final decision or reporting relating to 2018 UAS Projects
or a 2018 UAS Levy had occurred at the time of the UAS 2018 Discussion Paper. Instead,
the UAS Board had approved NICTA releasing Attachments “A” —“C” to the UAS 2018
Discussion Paper as draft documents for the purpose of consultation with interested parties.
To the extent that pp.1-2 ( or any other part) of the UAS 2018 Discussion Paper suggests
otherwise, NICTA hereby withdraws and corrects this.

Having considered the comments made, the draft Attachments “A” and “B” to the UAS 2018
Discussion Paper (Strategic Planning Report and 2018 UAS Projects Report) have been
revised. and approved by the UAS Board. These revised documents are provided with this
Response Paper.

The revisions include clarification that the RFPs for UAS Projects (and resulting contracts with
successful bidders) will provide for appropriate sharing of UAS funded facilities and
compliance with relevant requirements of the NICT Act, which deems these to be declared



services to which specified access requirements apply . The definition and description of
some of the identified 2018 UAS Projects also has been enhanced, and it has been confirmed
that the UAS 2018 — 2022 Strategic Planning document is a background document for
informational purposes, to assist with planning and decision-making related to UAS Projects,
and does not involve any proposed or actual decision about UAS Projects or funding over this
planning horizon.

NICTA thanks the operators and other stakeholders who attended the workshop on UAS
planning and who contributed to the consultation process.

Having due regard to the comments made by stakeholders, the UAS Board and NICTA will
proceed to complete the processes under the Act for the 2018 UAS Projects and Levy. This
will include the Report of the UAS Board to the Minister under Section 108(2)-(3) to the
Minister as to proposed 2018 UAS Projects, and determination of the 2018 UAS Levy.
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